
Calling all dance teachers/educators 
working with young people in Devon or Torbay 
 
Have you ever thought about looking closely at your dance teaching 
practice, and asking yourself questions about how you teach and how 
your children and young people progress in their dance learning? 
 
Would the opportunity to research your own dance teaching practice, 
with the support and guidance of one of University of Exeter’s 
dance education research lecturers seem too good to be true? 
 
Do you have a burning question about your dance teaching practice 
that you would like to answer? 
 
 
 

Applications now open for: 
*2 University of Exeter DNA Dance Educator Action Research 

Bursaries* 

The Dance Educator Action Research Bursaries are now in their second year, 
supported by University of Exeter staff and DNA. Bursary applications are open to 
dance teachers or educators working in Devon or Torbay, whether you are part 
time or full time, self-employed or employed, in a school or a community setting. 
The bursaries of £340 are available for two dance teachers/educators to 
undertake a piece of action research between May and September 2014. 
 
The scheme is a professional development opportunity for you to spend 
time researching an interesting issue within your practice which will allow you to 
develop your teaching.  
 
One of the bursaries is available to a dance teacher/educator with 
some action research experience; the other is available to someone with little or no 
previous action research experience. 
 
The bursary is intended to contribute towards the time it will take you to carry out 
the research although as this is a CPD opportunity there is an expectation that you 
are willing to give your time to the process too.  It is expected that the process will 
take a minimum of 3.5 days of each dance teacher/educator’s time and that 
it will culminate in a sharing of your outcomes to your peers. Funding can be used 
flexibly (e.g. payment to a self-employed dance educator, or to a school, to release 
a dance teacher from face to face teaching to carry out the research). 

www.dancenetworkactive.wordpress.com 



How do I apply? 
Applicants will need to have at least five years teaching experience or equivalent and be 
involved in ongoing dance teaching practice or a project taking place between May and 
September 2014.  
 
Please apply in writing to the DNA email address admin@daisi.org.uk giving the following 
details: 
 
∗ Name 
∗ Address 
∗ Contact telephone number 
∗ Email address 
∗ Details of any major restrictions on your time between May and September 2014. 
∗ A short statement of how you meet the criteria of five years teaching experience or 

equivalent. 
A statement (500 words max) detailing: 
 

∗ the area of your teaching that you would like to research 
∗ why this area is important to you, and potentially to share with others 
∗ details of the ongoing teaching or educational project context within which you wish to 

carry out your research 
∗ what you hope you might achieve in terms of your professional development by 

receiving the bursary. 
 
In addition, please clearly state whether or not you have previous action research 
experience; if you do please state what this is and please attach a CV including two 
referees. 

 
Deadline for applications Friday 2nd May 2014 

Applications will be assessed by a small team from DNA and University of Exeter. 

If you have any questions about this opportunity that are not answered here please contact Daisi on  
01392 385214 or admin@daisi.org.uk   

Interested, but not sure what a ‘burning question’ might be? For ideas about 
research questions related to dance teaching practice visit  

http://daisi.org.uk/news/345-dna.html   

Last year’s bursary holders said: 
 
“The action research empowered my teaching practice and gave me time and support to be reflective 
and proactive at the same time. At a time where dance is being squeezed, the action research has 
provided me with a chance to take stock and take back control over creative partnerships…I have 
realised my teaching experience has authority…if you're curious and passionate about the future of 
dance education, APPLY.”  Suzie West - Secondary School Dance Teacher 
 
“The bursary gave me a great opportunity to think about how I can get better at what I do; the 
research process taught me how to take a real step back and see what's going on in the groups I lead; 
it has really revitalised my practice and given it a new emphasis - opening my eyes to new ways of 
working and putting new ideas in my toolbox!”  
Lizzie Swinford - Freelance Dance Teacher 


